Oldbury Observer Spring Term Edition 9

Mr Irving's Comment

This has been a very active week for a large number of our children this week: in addition to PE
lessons and after school clubs, we have seen children taking part in cycling proficiency sessions, a
cricket competition, a netball tournament and a swimming gala (report to follow next week). Whilst
we are all aware of the physical benefits of being active, what really stood out during each of these
activities was what they offer our children in terms of personal development. Whether in school or
at an external event, our children have shown pride, a sense of belonging, resilience and a desire to
achieve. | am proud, but not surprised, that at each of the team events this week our children
showed a generous and gracious sporting attitude. My thanks to the staff who make such events
possible.

Please do take the time to read Mr Williams' article on attendance. Our whole school commitment
to raising attendance has helped us to increase our attendance figures. We must continue to ensure
every child is afforded the chance to succeed and this begins with high levels of attendance which
also includes a commitment to being punctual. Please be reminded that it is your parental
responsibility to get your child to school before the gates close at 8:45am every morning, thank you.

Charity Week!

Monday 16th April sees the start of Charity Week across the family of schools within the Central
Region Schools Trust, of which Oldbury Park is one. This is an initiative that is being coordinated and
promoted by Sixth Form pupils within CRST with a view to raise £10,000 for Birmingham Children's
Hospital. High schools within our trust have started the ball rolling and have raised over £3000
already - now it is the turn of the primary and first schools to play our part.

Next week we will share the full details of plans for fund raising at Oldbury Park but please make a
note in your diaries that there will be a two discos (one for each key stage) straight after school on
Tuesday 17th April. The discos will be a ticketed to raise donations for the hospital. More details to
follow.



School Dates

e Monday 18th March - Reception and KS1 Spring Hat Parade

e Mon 18 March am - Year 2- Walking trip to community gardens Pitchcroft.

e Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th March - Parent Consultations for Year 6 children.

¢ Tuesday 19th March and Wednesday 20th March - Parent Consultations for children in
Reception and years 1 to 5.

e Wednesday 20th March - Poetry Slam for Year 6 team at Redditch Palace Theatre
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Attendance Update

Through the Spring Term, the school attendance figure has been slowly moving up and we are now
just below the figure for all primary schools in the country.

However, we, like all schools in the UK, are more conscious than ever about the importance of good
attendance in school. You may have heard some of the Department for Education's adverts on the
radio - 'Every Moment Matters, Attendance Counts' which is part of a significant national initiative.

Here at Oldbury Park, we have spoken to many children and they almost unanimously say that
missing school is hard. Some identify missing work makes them worry and then they need to ask for



help. They also say they worry about losing friends if they are away from school and some have
pointed out that missing enjoyable enrichment activities makes them sad. Many children have told
us that they lose confidence when they have been off school.

Of course, we recognise that children are sometimes poorly and simply not well enough to be in
school. The link below - a useful NHS guide - should help families to make the decision as to whether
their child can be in school or not.

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

Please be assured, that coughs, colds and sore throats should not be a barrier to attendance unless
you feel your child is not well enough to be in school. Similarly, a headache alone would not
normally be cause for being absent as these tend not to last, especially if a child is drinking plenty of
water. In such cases, we would always care for the child and monitor them closely.

Finally, we would urge families to avoid non-medical, non-essential absences wherever possible.
Holidays, for example, can have a significant impact on your child's academic and social development.

TOGETHER we can achieve the very best attendance outcomes for the children of Oldbury Park. We
are working very hard to create a supportive and nurturing environment where all pupils can thrive.
We need your support to show just how highly we all value your children's education.

If you have any concerns about school which may be impacting on attendance, please do not
hesitate to contact your class teacher, or feel free to come directly to me - we are keen to support
wherever we can.

Mr Williams

Reading at Home

The benefits of reading | BookTrust

The benefits of reading for children are huge. The link above from BookTrust explains just how
important reading really is for your children, and here at Oldbury Park, we want to support you to
enable this.

These are just some of the benefits the article outlines:

"From babies to children in their early years and all the way through to early teens, reading brings
profound and wide-ranging benefits that can have a lifelong positive impact on children’s lives."

"Children who read are more likely to be happier, healthier, and experience better mental wellbeing
and self-esteem."

"Children who read are more likely to do better at school and make more progress across the
curriculum."

Please look out for a reading newsletter that will be sent out in the very near future which we hope
to become a regular feature. This will include recommended reads and exciting events that you may
like to get involved in with your children.


https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/impact-and-research/Research/the-benefits-of-reading/

World Poetry Day is next week on Thursday 21st March. We will be celebrating it in school and it
would be brilliant if you could involve your children at home. Please see the below photo of ideas to
support this.

WORLD POETRY DAY

etry Day is celebrated on

1. Read Aloud Together: Choos

Write Your Own

Create a Poetry Cor

Reading to Nursery children

On Monday, some of our Year 5 children who are passionate about reading, went out into local
nurseries to share stories with the young children. They all had a great time and showed the nursery
children how much they loved reading. It was lovely to hear how brilliantly the nursery children sat
and listened to the Year 5s reading!




Spring Parade for Reception, Y1 and Y2
Monday 18th March 2024
2.45-3.10pm

Children are invited to wear a “Spring Hat” to celebrate the arrival of spring!

Parents are invited to arrive on the KS1 playground at 2.40pm ready for a 2.45pm start. The children
will sing you some songs and then parade around the playground. We hope you can join us.

For safety we will then take the children back inside before dismissing them out of their usual door.

Comic relief

Thank you for all of your amazing outfits today and for dressing funny for money. Also, thank you
very much for all of the money donated.

We will let you know the amount asap.

Well done Team Oldbury!
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Yeepy Yeepy Easter Gifts Stall

Enterprise Club have been busy making some lovely Easter related gifts. They will be selling a range

of items from their stall outside the lunch hall on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday next week. This
will be a great opportunity for children to buy a surprise Easter gift for a loved one. Prices will range
from £1 to £3.50. There will also be a 'Guess the Name of the Bunny' competition!

Yeepy Yeepy is a social enterprise. The children running the company will agree on a charity or school
project to donate any profits to following the Easter sale and thank you in advance for all of your
support.






The Best of Oldbury this week...

Reception

This week, we have continued our learning around the text 'Handa's Surprise’, retelling it and
learning about the different animals we meet in the story. The children have used their knowledge of
the text to build sentences to write in their book, about who took which fruit. We have practised
thinking of a sentence, saying it out loud and then writing it down. Below you will see some of our
super work.







Spare clothes

Unfortunately, we no longer have any clothes left to change into when children have accidents. If you
see that you have any of our pants/clothes at home, please can you return them. Alternatively, if you



have any spare dresses/skirts/trousers and PE shorts at home, they would be gratefully received,
including boys pants.

It would also be really helpful to keep a set of spare clothes in school for those 'just in case' moments.

Thank you

Year 1

Maths

This week in our Maths learning we have been learning all about height and length, and then mass.
Next week, we will be learning all about capacity.

The children enjoyed finding out who was the tallest and shortest in the class. We then had a go
measuring different things in the classroom using cubes and we talked all about which things were
the longest and shortest.

We have then learnt all about centimetres and why it is important to have a standard measurement.
The children have learnt how to use a ruler correctly to measure different lengths. Maybe they could
have ago measuring at home.
















Year 2

This half term in PE, the children in Year 2 have been developing their skills for competitive games.
They have learnt how to throw and catch the ball using the W catch and the 'scoop’, have learnt how
to aim at a goal and how to score in different competitive games. Last week the children had fun in
pairs, trying to score a goal against their partner in goal by throwing. They had to think about not
throwing the ball into their partners hand, but look for a space in the goal to throw the ball into. The
children then got the chance to play little team games where the person in the goal in the middle,
had to try to get the ball whilst the two teams passed the ball to each other. This week the children
will be exploring how to gain possession of the ball in small games and learning not to be afraid to
intercept a pass.










Year 3

On Wednesday, some children from Year 3 went to the university to take part in an indoor cricket
tournament. Allin all, three teams of ten children participated in the tournament against one team
from another school. The tournament was organised by the University of Worcester PE students, in
conjunction with Worcestershire County Cricket Club. During the tournament, the children took part
in three matches, and then a final or third place play off.

Overall, Oldbury Team One came away victorious, taking first place and winning a medal however all
children did themselves proud during the morning of events. It was clear that all children who took
part tried their best, even though most of them had only played cricket once before. When batting,
the children attempted to strike the ball with enthusiasm, even though contact was not always



made! That being said, there were some wonderful strikes made by all children, including many that
were impossible to field. When fielding, the children took to their task with energy and focus. There
were some brilliant catches, and amazing last ditch stops to prevent runs being scored. Despite the
results of individual games, all children maintained their enthusiasm and performance for the whole
morning, which was something they should be proud of.










Year 4

In Science lessons this half term, the children have been learning about food chains and have been
able to identify and sequence producers and consumers and consider the difference between
predator and prey. They have also how some animals belong to more than one food chain and that
they can be both predator and prey. By making links with the environment, they have also thought
about how different factors can have an impact on food chains and be crucial to the success or
failure of a species.

Here are some examples of the super work they have been doing.
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Year 5

Over the last two weeks, Year 5 have been doing a lot of science work (with more to come next
week!).

We have been studying Forces.

In this topic, we have learnt about friction, air and water resistance and gears, levers and pulleys. The
children explored friction first by completing an experiment involving a jelly cube and oil. They came
to the conclusion that the more slippery the jelly is, the less friction. Following this, the children
completed two experiments to discover air resistance. The experiments involved increasing and
decreasing the size of the surface area. They concluded that the bigger the surface area, the more air
resistance and therefore the slower the object moves. Finally, we explored levers, gears and pulleys.
We learnt that these mechanisms give us a "mechanical advantage." We learnt that with levers, it is

theoretically possible to lift the Earth by using the moon as a fulcrum, but the lever would have to
have a VERY long arm!

The children have thrown themselves into this topic and their knowledge after the topic has been

very impressive! They have made some great links and connections to their prior learning or wider
life skills. Well done Year 5!!

Vol s

‘ A Kgn gtk Tk cepmae B
D — = el tn Lt

O 18 Scoks | 036 Sands

; X E .
@ ek {088 G . -I

) N A TN T [ -
Oy |30l semls | O3] Sl r
o~ e Bl Babie Vo il Wi
——— I T e S oA
Ax_ msidacce: —1 = e = AEA agd. Hacz s
= : | v g g

= _oF Fidkon | 2
¥ 1 M el oo ansoin o mechariam cn s

3 Expioln how levers ond putieys work
- Apply knowledge cnd moke a predction

|
TESTIT oo
chopticks, mave cubes of Now cover the jelly cubes n
1 [y o one board 10 ncther 2 cooking ol and repea the tet
—@ 3 How has the oil changed the.

on?
oM T

e — l‘ J._‘= Depandent varioble: (What we measre)
Mol & lp ek :?.a.” [=
Hhis e 4
O D o e R
k‘k ) F&', sbe stllec '”JL.%L |- . =)
Tt o & e =
gk, sl by TR 7 T
L h:ufl.\&lﬁ ok e o [ s g o i g
i, ety Shan g 7 iy :m_‘hm..u«' o )
=i ] Describe whot you felt. o
Wied asd air puding B paper sk

E=———— vty et ot

xfmhd s saily sathe by ghakor papue o













Year 6

This week has been our assessment week and we have been really impressed with the effort and
hard work the children have shown. They have all tried their best and shown great resilience at times
with some tricky questions.

As well as this, we have continued writing our rainforest setting descriptions in English as we work
towards writing our adventure stories. This has linked really well with our geography learning where
we looked in detail at rainforests, finding out what they are, where they are located, what the
climate would be like and the kinds of plant and animal species that thrive there. We also started our
next art sequence which will be based on the 'koru’, an integral symbol in Maori art, which is a spiral
shape based on the appearance of a new unfurling silver fern frond. We started with some
observational drawings and will continue this into some rather colourful pieces in the next couple of
lessons.

Have a restful weekend and we look forward to seeing you next week at Parent Consultations.









Please find a link below to a document on the DfE website - Information for Parents, KS2
Assessments 2024.



Information for parents: 2024 national curriculum tests at the end of key stage 2
(publishing.service.gov.uk)

Year 6 Leavers' Disco (organised by parents)

Please 'save the date' details for the Year 6 Leavers' Disco. Please note this is organised by parents
and further information will follow after Easter.
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Sustainability Week at The Hive

22nd — 26th April 2024

To celebrate Earth Day, The Hive is hosting a week-long programme of fun and educational
sustainability themed workshops for school groups (years 5-8).

Join us from Monday 22nd to Friday 26th April for exciting workshops delivered by library staff which
will encourage children to consider reading a wider range of books themed around sustainability.

Children can consult the library’s collections to identify sustainability issues which they can relate to,
and then design their own postcard. They can also learn about The Hive’s energy efficiency and
sustainability footprint in our interactive sustainability trail! All our workshops are designed to take
learning out of the classroom, enable pupils to work as a team and have lots of fun!

We have also partnered with Severn Waste Services to bring you an exciting experiment to help
children discover the life cycle of paper recycling and understand how paper changes as it is recycled.

This is a fantastic way to celebrate living sustainably and learn about the world around us. There will
also be exciting photo opportunities with our giant Earth Balloon!


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65eafa583649a255a7ed6355/2024_Information_for_parents_tests_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65eafa583649a255a7ed6355/2024_Information_for_parents_tests_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf

Have you considered travelling to The Hive by train?

We have partnered with Platform Rail to help you travel sustainably and FREE to our take part in our
events. Platform is an award-winning rail education scheme that works with schools to empower
young people in accessing the railways.

By travelling with Platform, your class or group can receive a free in-school workshop ahead of travel,
and a free return train-trip for rail education purposes.

Contact the team at info@raileducation.org.uk to find out more, or visit the Platform website.

Full Day Schedule (example)

22-26 April  10:00 — 11:00 workshop
11:00 — 12:00 workshop
12:00-13:00 lunch break
13:00-14:00 workshop

*We are flexible and are aware that a full day out isn’t always possible so you can, of course, only
join us for one or two workshops. Get in touch with hiveadminteam@worcestershire.gov.uk as soon
as possible to book your place.

Mrs Screen

Science Lead

Contact Us
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If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following
details:

Oldbury Park Primary School
Oldbury Road Worcester WR2 6AA

01905 424878



office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/

Phase email addresses:

For ALL parents, we have set up a new way of contacting Phase Leaders. These email addresses are
SOLELY for classroom, pastoral and academic enquiries and NOT for general enquiries which should
still come through the office@ email address.

eyfsparents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Davies)

KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Marks)

LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mr Mills)

UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mr Williams)

SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk



http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
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