Oldbury Observer - Autumn Term
Edition 6 (October 2026)

Mr Irving's Comment

Throughout the week we have been welcoming lots of families who are in the process of
applying for our September 2027 Reception intake - these tours give us a chance to stop and
reflect on how much there is to celebrate and appreciate at Oldbury Park. Our staff are
hard-working and dedicated, our children are enthusiastic and take pride in their learning
and you are supportive of our efforts. Our curriculum is broad, there is lots of enrichment
woven into our provision and we have a great school site with green spaces, a library, art
studio and three well-used, versatile halls. Visitors to our school have been keen to learn
about our Oldbury Aspirations, Believe in Best Assemblies, Pupil Leadership opportunities
and a whole host of strategies and approaches which underpin our school ethos. 1am
proud to show people around our school, and | appreciate the efforts made by everyone in
our school community.

IMPORTANT FOR ALL: Attendance Update

During September, attendance was lower than September last year across the school. We
were particularly affected by a wave of sickness and diarrhoea doing the rounds and there
have been some other circumstances which are beyond anyone's control which have led to

some absences.

During the last week, our current school attendance has continued to rise and and is now
almost in line with where we were last academic year - this is to be celebrated as this stage
last year, we were doing particularly well.

Teachers and support staff continue to work with families to support good attendance for
the good of each child and without your support in getting the children to school each day, it
would be difficult for the children to continue to make strong progress and continue to enjoy
their many friendships.

| hope that by the next time | write, we will have risen above 96% as a school average - this
would be a testament to everyone's determination to maintain good attendance in all areas
of school.

Mr Williams



Term Dates

Dates below are published by Worcestershire County Council. Actual school term dates may
vary slightly. Dates are published on the website and can be found using the link below.

Oldbury Park Primary - School Term Dates

IAcademic Year 2026 to 2027 v

Term dates Academic Year 2026 to 2027

Holiday School closes on School re-opens on

Autumn Term Not applicable Tuesday 1 September 2026

Autumn mid-term Friday 23 October 2026 Monday 2 November 2026

Christmas Friday 18 December 2026 Monday 4 January 2027

Spring mid-term Friday 12 February 2027 Monday 22 February 2027

Easter Thursday 25 March 2027 Monday 12 April 2027

Summer mid-term Friday 28 May 2027 Monday 7 June 2027

End of summer term Wednesday 21 July 2027 Not Applicable

Holiday Date

Good Friday Friday 26 March 2027

Easter Monday Monday 29 March 2027

May Day Monday 3 May 2027

Whitsun Bank Holiday Monday 31 May 2027


https://www.oldburyparkschool.org.uk/page/?title=School+Term+Dates&pid=22

Academic Year 2027 to 2028 v

Approved term dates for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools for the academic year

2027 to 2028.
Term dates Academic Year 2027 to 2028

Holiday School closes on School re-opens on
Autumn Term Not applicable Thursday 2 September 2027
Autumn mid-term Friday 22 October 2027 Monday 1 November 2027
Christmas Friday 17 December 2027 Tuesday 4 January 2028
Spring mid-term Friday 11 February 2028 Monday 21 February 2028
Easter Friday 7 April 2028 Monday 24 April 2028
Summer mid-term Friday 26 May 2028 Monday 5 June 2028
End of summer term Friday 21 July 2028 Not Applicable

School Calendar
Tuesday 13th October- Year 2 Dudley Zoo
W/C 19th October - No after school clubs this week. Clubs resume Monday 2nd November.

2-8 November- Number Confidence Week

Number Confidence Week

This November, we're taking part in Number Confidence Week, the UK's only week dedicated
to improving confidence with everyday maths. We will be celebrating Number Confidence
week 2-8th November. We'll be using free activities and resources from National Numeracy
to encourage positive conversations about numbers and help children build their confidence.
More information to follow.

Find out more at www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/numberconfidenceweek

Mrs Screen and Mrs Tudge


https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/numberconfidenceweek
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Reception
This week in Reception, we have been busy learning and exploring lots of exciting things!

In Maths, we have been learning about patterns, recognising and creating our own patterns
using different shapes, colours and objects.



We have also been talking about our families, sharing who is in our family and discussing the
people who are special to us. We drew pictures of our family members inside our homes,
showing our ideas and creativity. This activity will continue into next week.

In Art, we have continued to explore different tools and techniques to create our own
beautiful paintings. We enjoyed experimenting with colours, making marks and expressing
ourselves through our artwork.

We have had a wonderful week full of learning, creativity and sharing our ideas with our
friends!

Have a great weekend!

The Reception Team




My Family...
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1 - This is our next set of letter sounds - e, f, | and h.

Year 1

This term in art we are looking at primary colours, different marks and the artist Mondrian.
The children are very creative and love to draw, paint and collage. This week the children
attempted their own abstract painting in the style of Mondrian and we were very impressed
and definitely have some budding artists.










[SUCCESS
[CRITERIA,







e
WALHT;







e
. 00
.

WALHT:

SUCCESS































—

o Mondria®

-
the a8
4in 194

7.10.26 As arthts WA-*
a ruler!

He used plock

painted st
own Mo?

He
drian painting?

can you re3t® i

st Mondrian

7
To28 mara WAL 48T

~g

— e o e R

gorn in 1872. Died in 1945
He used
blocks but did not use a
v

He painted abstract art .
Can you creaty

e your own Mondrian painting?

ng



Year 2

This week, Year 2 have been getting creative in the art room studying Katsushika Hokusai's
famous print, The Great Wave off Kanagawa! The children have been exploring the different
parts of this iconic artwork — looking closely at the swirling wave, the foam-tipped crests,
and the small boats caught in the swell.

They've been discussing how Hokusai used shape, line and pattern to create movement and
drama in his picture, and have had a go at sketching and recreating elements of the wave
themselves. It's been wonderful to see their observational skills and creativity in full flow
(pun intended!).

Ask your child what they can tell you about Hokusai and his famous wave — they might
surprise you!

The children have also had fun in English this week taking on the role of Greta and the
people who helped her in our story, Greta and the Giants. The children thought of sentences
that they could say to the Giants to ask them to stop ruining the forest. It was lovely to see
their confidence as they all shouted them out, holding up their signs. A great dramatic
lesson!















Year 3
What wekve been learning this week

We had a fantastic time on our trip to Lower Smite Farm, where the children were able to
put their Science learning into practice. They explored the natural environment, collected
soil samples and investigated different types of rocks. The children carried out a range of
practical tests on the rocks, carefully observing their properties and using the results of their
experiments to classify and group the rocks. They compared features such as texture,
appearance and hardness, developing their skills in making observations, recording results
and drawing conclusions. It was fantastic to see the children becoming real rock detectives!

Science:

We have been learning about the three different types of rock — igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic — and exploring their different properties. We have also investigated soil and
created our own soil-layer artwork, thinking carefully about what can be found in each layer.
We have started to explore the rock cycle and how rocks can change over time.

Maths:

We have been practising adding and subtracting 1s, 10s and 100s, thinking carefully about
which digit changes. We have particularly focused on what happens at transition points such
as 9/90. We have also continued with our calculation challenges, TTRS and arithmetic
practice.

English:

We have been developing our Stone Age diary writing, redrafting and upleveling our work
by choosing effective verbs and adding adverbs to make our writing more interesting. We
have planned our emotions and the children have produced a hot write, putting all of our
learning into practice.



A big thank you to everyone who supported our trip to Lower Smite Farm. The children
had a brilliant time and it was wonderful to see them putting their classroom learning into

practice outdoors!
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Year 4
Maths

This half term, the children have been building their confidence with column addition and
subtraction, including calculations that involve exchanging.

You can see some of their excellent written work below. The children have also applied these
methods to reasoning questions.

TTRS Times tables are increasingly important for children to learn as they progress through
KS2. 3 minutes a day on TTRS can support recall and confidence. Any support you can offer
at home with this would be greatly appreciated.
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Year 5

It has been another busy week for Year 5. In Maths the children have started to recap their
prior learning about the column methods for addition and subtraction, moving on to using
short and long multiplication in the coming weeks. In History, the children have continued
their learning about the Ancient Greeks and thoroughly enjoyed learning about the Athenian
and Spartan people. In English, the children have completed their sequence of writing,
describing a setting used in the book we are reading, Who Let the Gods Out. The children
produced some excellent writing using expanded noun phrases, commas to seperate clauses
and powerful adjectives, verbs and adverbs to bring the setting to life.
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Year 6

This week has been a wonderful blend of creativity, reasoning and historical discovery! In
English, children have stepped back in time to explore atmospheric Victorian street scenes,
building rich, sensory setting descriptions that bring foggy cobbled streets, flickering gas
lamps and bustling markets to life using powerful adjectives and figurative language. Over in
Maths, we've been sharpening our geometry skills, focusing on 2D shapes and learning to
confidently distinguish between regular and irregular shapes by examining equal sides and
angles. In History, we've travelled back to the Tudor era to begin our study of Elizabeth |,
exploring her rise to the throne and what life was like during her remarkable reign. Finally, in
French, children have been revisiting and consolidating their knowledge of animal names,
building confidence with pronunciation and vocabulary recall through fun, interactive
practice.
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Contact Us
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If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following
details:

Oldbury Park Primary School
Oldbury Road Worcester WR2 6AA
01905 424878

office@oldburypark.crst.org.uk http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/

Phase email addresses:

For ALL parents, we have set up a new way of contacting Phase Leaders. These email
addresses are SOLELY for classroom, pastoral and academic enquiries and NOT for general
enquiries which should still come through the office@ email address.

Children in Reception eyfsparents@oldburypark.crst.org.uk (Mrs Davies)

Children in Years 1 & 2 KS1parents@oldburypark.crst.org.uk (Mrs Marks)

Children in Years 3 & 4 LKS2parents@oldburypark.crst.org.uk (Miss Moule)

Children in Years 5 & 6 UKS2parents@oldburypark.crst.org.uk (Mr Williams)

SENDco Enquiries office@oldburypark.crst.org.uk (FAOQ: Miss Miller)



mailto:office@oldburypark.crst.org.uk
http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:office@oldburypark.crst.org.uk

