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Mr Irving's Comment

Ouir first full week back after the summer break saw a continued focus on securing many of the
pastoral and organisational elements that are essential for a happy and successful school
experience.These areas of focus have included: learning traditional and inclusive playground games,
revisiting expectations for presentation in recorded work, how to ask for help effectively and taking
care of property. The children have been supported in knowing which adults they can go to for help
(we use the five fingers of our hands as a visual prompt fortis 5 trusted adults) and learning

how they can access help using their 'Talking Pégmth classroom across the school has a 'Keeping
Safe' display with visual reminders of key adults and strategies for keeping safe and also reminders
that are relevant to their year group (our older pupils have been reminded of road safety now that
many of them are walking to and from school independently).

It was lovely to see so many of you coming into school on Wednesday for a chance to see your child's
classroom and meet their teacheit was a clear indication of your commitment to your children's
learning. If you were not able to join us due to other commitments, there will be further

opportunity to come into school through the year.

I had the privilege of teaching in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 this past week and was so glad to see children
keen to learn, wanting to share their achievements and showing genuine care for those around
them. | was also visited by many children from across the school who wanted to share their work
with me - my 'Proud Principal' display already has fantastic examples of Maths, Writing and Art along
with a celebration of children talking with confidence and demonstrating what friendship means in
our school.

The pedestrian crossing team wanted to pass on their gratitude to the children and families using
their support- Mrs Clarke and Mr Davies have noticed how many people are saying thank you and
wishing them a 'good morning/afternoon.’



Staff Car Park

Staff car park

Families with significant and profound need to access the staff car park have been issued with
permits and should now display these on entry to the schifofou do not have a permit, then
please do not attempt to access the scheolr priority is the safety of those on sit&he leadership
team will be ensuring that the car park is not being misugaléase do not take offence if you are
directed away from the car parklhank you.

Academic Year 2024/2025

20242025 Term Dates

Autumn Term 2024

STAFF TRAINING DAY Monday 2ndSeptember 2024
STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust) Tuesday 3rcébeptember 2024

TERM STARTS Wednesday 4tlSeptember 2024

HALF TERM Monday 28thOctober 2024; Friday 1siNovember 2024
STAFF TRAINING DAY Friday 22ndNovember 2024

TERM ENDS Friday 20thDecember 2024

Spring Term 2025
STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust) Monday 6thJanuary 2025

TERM STARTS Tuesday 7tllanuary 2025
HALF TERM Monday 17thFebruary 202% Friday 21stebruary 2025
TERM ENDS Friday 11thApril 2025

Summer Term 2025

TERM STARTS Monday 28thApril 2025

STAFF TRAINING DAY Friday 23rdMay 2025

HALF TERM Monday 26thMay 2025¢ Friday 30thMay 2025
TERM ENDS Friday 18thjuly 2025

STAFF TRAINING DAY Monday 21stluly 2025

Notes:

The 2024/25 Staff Training Days may be subject to change.



School Dates

16th September After School Clubs start this week
27th September Year 5 Coffee Morning 9:00ah0:00am
27th September Wear It Green Day

7th October- Year 3 trip to Lower Smite Farm

Attendance Update

Hopefully you will have all seen the letter, which came out last week. about the new national
statutory guidance on school attendance. As the policy is brand new, both schools and local
authorities (Worcestershire County Council in our case) are currently ironing out procedures to
ensure the guidance is being followed.

One of the most pertinent changes to our families is the removal of a holiday code on the registers.
‘the DfE does not consider a need or desire for a holiday or other absence for the purpose of
leisure and recreation to be an exceptional circumstand&hat this means is that holidays will

almost always be considered 'unauthorised' absences. Therefore, parents and carers are urged to
not take holidays during school time.

Where families do decide to book a holiday during normal school days, we urge you to complete a
leave of absence form (available from the office) and, for those taking 5 days leave or more, we
would like to emphasise that the local authority may issue a penalty notice (fine) to a parent or
parents. For further details on the scale of these fines, please refer to the letter you have received.

Some practical guidance:

w A simple 10 day holiday to Spain will alwaysibauthorised and may incur a penalty notice
from the local authority.

w A 2 day trip to Scotland to attend a family wedding would be considered exceptional
circumstances and would be awnthorised absence.

w A 10 day trip to France to attend a holidaye would be able to authorise the wedding day
and a day for travel but the other 8 days wouldueauthorisedandmay incur a penalty
notice from the local authority.

There are many other situations which would be considéegdeptional circumstances' but for
these to be considered 'authorised' families MUST complete a leave of absence form (available
from the office). Without prior consent, the absence would be unauthoriséthese include, but
are not limited to

w A parent's graduation day
w A family appointment with the Home Officevisa applications etc

Please be mindful, illness and medical appointments wilhbthorised' absences. However, we
would strongly encourage you, wherever possible, to book medical appointments outside of school
hours.

Be assured, the sc



Oldbury Park OPEN DAY

Oldbury Park

Primary School

Join us for our annual

Open Day

Saturday |9th October
|0am - 12pm

Entry via the pupil entrance on
Oldbury Road,WR2 6AA

Enquiries: 01905 424878

The Best of Oldbury this week...

Reception
Reception have enjoyed their first visit to Forest School this week!

Carriage class had a rather wet and soggy session on Thursday, but the sun came out for Monarch on
Friday. It just goes to show that the outdoors can be enjoyed in any weather! The children had fun
splashing in puddles, exploring the Forest School area, playing in the mud kitchen, using the dens,
slides and swings.

If you have not already done so, please could you send in a pair of Wellington boots for your child
that can be kept in school. If possible, it would also be great to have a puddle suit or waterproof too.
Please remember to name each item.
























In Phonics this week, we have been learning the sounds m, a, s, d and t.

We have sent home some small flashcards and some letter formation sheets for the children so that
they can practise saying the sounds and writing the letters. These do not need to be handed back in
to school.

The set will be added to each week as we learn more letters and sounds.

Thank you for your support.

Year 1

We have continued to settle into Year 1 this week, getting to know the adults in our class and
reminding ourselves all about important things such as talking pegs and the stop rule. The children
all have new reading diaries, books and RWI reading books now. Please read as often as you can at
home and record this in your child's diary, this really supports their progress at school. Today we
have stuck your child's Numbots login and password into the front of their reading diaries so please
start to log in rgularly and play the games to help your child's speedy maths skills.

The children have loved setting up and playing in our new shop area in our outdoor classroom. We
have a greengrocers and a cobblers, as this links to our current History learning, all about shops in
the past.



Blenheim enjoyed their first Year 1 forest school session this week and Windsor will be going next
week, as we alternate the weeks in Year 1.

Please can you make sure that all of your child's clothing is clearly named, as it all looks very similar!
Thank you.

It was lovely to meet lots of you during our open classroom session on Wednesday. Please do always
remember to come and talk to us if you have any questions or worries etc. Thank you.
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