
 

 Oldbury Observer Autumn 2024 Edition 
5 

Mr Irving's Comment 

Library and Home Reading  

We are in the final stages of realising our goal of establishing a dedicated library space in the school.  

After half term our children will be able to have the experience of visiting our library to borrow 

reference books and books to read for pleasure.  Our library space will also have seasonal displays, 

quizzes and competitions as well as being a space for us to promote and recommend books and 

authors.   To coincide with this project, we are also taking the opportunity to reorganise and 

reclassify our home reading books (particularly in Key Stage 2). This important work, and the library 

project, are being overseen by a qualified librarian from Narnia Libraries who will be in school next 

week.   To help us to ensure all books are included in this work, please take a moment to check 

bookshelves, bags and under beds and return all school books into school that are not currently being 

read.  We are going to stagger the project to keep home reading books available throughout, but 

there may be some small interruptions to this.   

House Art 

Yesterday we sent home details of  the first of this year's house competitions.   Every child is invited 

and encouraged to create a piece of art on the theme of Autumn - this can be interpreted as they 

wish.   The children may want to draw, paint, use collage or take a photo.   We ask that entries are no 

bigger than A4 and have the child's name and house group written clearly on the back.   All entries 

should be in school by Wednesday 16th October.  There will be a winner from each year group and 

also, crucially, we will be celebrating which house group has the most participants as we believe 

taking part and belonging are very important.  

 

House groups 

A note on house groups for those families new to our school: Every child in the school belongs to one 

of our four house groups: Mandela, Hawking, Dench and Attenborough (named after members of 

the Royal Society of Arts as a nod to the origins of the Central Region Schools Trust to which the 



school belongs which was founded by the RSA).  Our house groups have a house captain and vice 

captain from Year 6 who help to organise events in school and the running of our house points 

system.  

 

ASDA Cashpot 

Asda Cashpot - until 30th November, there is an easy and potentially valuable way for everyone in 

our community to raise funds for our school.  We encourage everyone in our community to follow 

these 3 steps:   

1. Download the Asda rewards app, register and opt in to Cashpot for Schools 

2. Choose Oldbury Park Primary School 

3. Shop instore or online and 0.5% of your shop will automatically be allocated to our school  

Please make friends and family aware of this initiative so that we can attract additional funding, 

which we would like to invest in musical instruments for all of our pupils to access.   

Term Dates 

2024-2025 Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2024 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                          Monday 2nd September 2024 

STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust)              Tuesday 3rd September 2024 



TERM STARTS                                      Wednesday 4th September 2024 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 28th October 2024 – Friday 1st November 2024 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Friday 22nd November 2024 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 20th December 2024 

 

Spring Term 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust)            Monday 6th January 2025 

TERM STARTS                                     Tuesday 7th January 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 17th February 2025 – Friday 21st February 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 11th April 2025 

Summer Term 2025 

TERM STARTS                                     Monday 28th April 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Friday 23rd May 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 18th July 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Monday 21st July 2025 

Notes: 

The 2024/25 Staff Training Days may be subject to change. 

School Dates 

 

7th October - Year 3 trip to Lower Smite Farm 

10th October - Mental health day: wear a yellow accessory and school uniform (no donations 

needed) 

15th October - Year 2 trip to Dudley Zoo 

19th October - Open morning 10am - 12 



Are you interested in becoming a teacher? 

 

Attendance Update 

Today, I wanted to recognise a considerable improvement in the school's 'persistently absent' 

category.  The government recognises children to be persistently absent if they miss 10% or more of 

the days they can be in school. Therefore, at this stage of the year, we have had 23 days and so a 

child would only need to have missed 2.5 days to be deemed persistently absent.  Because of this, 

you would normally expect a higher figure at the start of the year which drops down as the year 

passes.  However, we currently have a figure of around 11% which is lower already than at any time 

last year.  Just 30% of the children who were 'persistently absent' last year are currently on the 

persistently absent list this year - this represents a great improvement.  Teachers across the school 

what a positive impact regular attendance is having on previously 'persistently absent' children is 

having. 



Oldbury Park OPEN DAY 

 

Mental health day 10th October 

Mental health day 

Please remember to come to school wearing your uniform, but with a yellow accessory e.g a yellow 

headband, a badge, socks, shoes, a belt etc. 

No donations needed. 

 

We will be talking all about mental health in our classes on Thursday. Thank you. 



Weekly Online Safety Update: Managing Conflict 

 

Reception 

We have loved our first few PE sessions, learning how to move and stop in a space safely. Our lessons 

have focussed around our topic this half term, where we have used different roles within the wider 

community to be creative in moving different areas of our bodies. Such as jumping over speed 

bumps when driving an ambulance, and working together to create a collective train and using a 

range of movements to create the railroad tracks and level crossings. 

PE will continue every Monday afternoon. Please remember to leave a named kit in school, as part of 

our Physical Development curriculum is based around changing independently. 

 

Please can you send in a photo of your family into school for Monday morning for part of our 

learning next week. Alternatively, you can send a photo to eyfsparents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk so 

we can share it in school. Thank you. 

mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk


 

 

 



 

 

Year 1 

The children have really impressed us this week with their super independent writing. We have used 

'The Shopping Basket' by John Burningham to inspire our writing.  

We have been thinking about important things to improve our writing such as sitting our letters on 

the line, tall and short letters, and finger spaces. 

We would like to share some examples with you. 

 

DT 

Your child will be bringing home a slip today about an ingredient we would please like you to bring in 

if possible for next week. 

Thank you. 

Any questions please ask! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 2 

Another busy week in Year 2, we have been out in Forest School investigating microhabitats as part 

of our science, so we went on a bug hunt, the children were so engaged and enjoyed discussing all 

the different insects and bugs that they found. They had to make a tally chart and will be transferring 

their data onto a pictogram in the coming weeks- watch this space for an update. 

 In English we have concluded  our first learning cycle with a descriptive HOT WRITE, we have been 

using our adjective noun- pairing to great effect- we had to design our own fun park in the rainforest, 

the children used their vivid imaginations to come up with some great features they would include  

and engage our readers- Miss Jones and Mrs Screen. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 3 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

This week in Year 3, we have started an exciting exploration of rocks in our Science lessons! We have 

begun to learn about how we identify rocks and the different types of rocks—igneous, sedimentary, 

and metamorphic—through a hands-on sorting activity and careful observations of these rocks/non-

rocks. This will set us up well for our trip to Lower Smite Farm on Monday!  

 

In PSHE, the children have set themselves a goal that they would like to achieve.  We have talked 

about how we need a growth mindset and resilience as we work towards our goal and that there 

may be many obstacles in the way.  We have discussed what 'put downs' are and how sometimes it is 

ourselves and not others that put us down and how this can prevent us from achieving our goal.  This 

week, the children found out what a 'setback' was and talked about how they may encounter 

setbacks on the way to achieving their goal.  To illustrate how setbacks can make us feel, we played 

Snakes and Ladders.  Each snake, was a setback, and each ladder was someone helping or 

encouraging us.  Although the setbacks can be frustrating, the children found that if they kept going, 

they would be able to achieve their goal.  

Year 4 

To celebrate National Poetry Day this week, Year 4 became poetry performance artists when they 

worked together to present the poem, 'Gran, Can You Rap?'  

Each small group had a stanza to practice, working on volume, tone and tempo to make it interesting 

for their audience. They worked collaboratively to decide how they could share out the lines, with 

some groups building up from one person to the whole team, some taking a line each whilst others 

all read the whole stanza together. Some groups creatively added sound effects too! 



 

 

 



 

Year 5 

This week, Year 5 have been learning more about systems in computing. We have been focusing on 

the theory of what makes a system with electronics and without. The children then explored outputs, 

inputs and processes before creating their own teddy bear with an output, input and process. 

Attached are some of their wonderfully creative ideas for what their teddy could do or say using its 

system. 

It was also National Poetry Day on Thursday so the children created some beautiful autumnal 

poems! In one day, they managed to write a two verse poem and created some great similes using 

the poem "I Am, You Are" as inspiration. Attached are a few examples. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 6 

This week in maths the year 6 children have been focusing on the skill of column subtraction, 

answering questioning using whole numbers as well as decimals. This work has led them to SATs 

based worded and missing number problems which all the children had a fantastic go at! It was also 

National Poetry Day on Thursday so the children created some beautiful poems around their voice 

being heard, it was lovely to hear about so many different interests across the year and how these 

play such big parts in their lives. 

In PE the children has continued their tag rugby topic with a focus this week on changing direction 

and using the correct tag etiquette. Finally, as you can see in Art the children have been utilising 

pieces music into a collage to create the appearance of instruments with some of them looking 

fantastic! Have a lovely weekend. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Contact Us 

 

If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following 

details: 

 

Oldbury Park Primary School 

Oldbury Road Worcester WR2 6AA 

01905 424878 

office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/ 

   

Phase email addresses: 

For ALL parents, we have set up a new way of contacting Phase Leaders. These email addresses are 

SOLELY for classroom, pastoral and academic enquiries and NOT for general enquiries which should 

still come through the office@ email address. 

 

Children in Reception eyfsparents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Molloy) 

Children in Years 1 & 2 KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Marks) 

Children in Years 3 & 4 LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Davies) 

http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk


Children in Years 5 & 6 UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mr Williams) 

SENDco Enquiries SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Miller) 

mailto:UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk

	Mr Irving's Comment
	ASDA Cashpot
	Term Dates
	School Dates
	Are you interested in becoming a teacher?
	Attendance Update
	Oldbury Park OPEN DAY
	Mental health day 10th October
	Weekly Online Safety Update: Managing Conflict
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6
	Contact Us
	If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following details:

