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Mr Irving's Comment 

There has been a very purposeful atmosphere across the school this week; we have been 

impressed by the children's attitude to starting the new term.  Spring Term is always a very 

important and hard-working term during which, with determination and effort on 

everyone's part, the children can make progress across the curriculum.   

In our assembly today we refocused on our Oldbury Aspirations - these are the character 

traits and personal attributes we aim to instil in our pupils during their years at Oldbury Park.   

Our Aspirations are promoted week by week in assemblies, class based learning and form 

part of our shared language across the school community.   

As part of our focus on Aspirations this week, we also reminded ourselves of the importance 

of coming to school looking smart in a full school uniform to give us a sense of pride and 

belonging.   For reasons of safety, jewellery other than small stud earrings is not permitted in 

school.   We require and appreciate your support in ensuring your children feel smart, 

comfortable and proud  

Have a lovely weekend. 



 

Punctuality 

We hope that the icy conditions and the return to early mornings have been the cause of the 

rise in children arriving late for school this week.   It is of great importance that every child is 

given the opportunity to start their day in a calm and organised way and we expect every 

parent and carer to fulfil this duty.    We ask every family to give themselves plenty of time to 

arrive at school on time so that frost, traffic, parking and life's ambushes do not get in the 

way of a happy and ordered start to the day.   The pupil entrance opens at 8:30am and 

closes at 8:45am; children arriving after this time are late for school.    As a matter of 

courtesy and safety we often support those running behind by pausing a moment longer at 

the gate  - please do not take advantage of this.  

Term Dates 

2024-2025 Term Dates 

Spring Term 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust)            Monday 6th January 2025 

TERM STARTS                                     Tuesday 7th January 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 17th February 2025 – Friday 21st February 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 11th April 2025 

Summer Term 2025 



TERM STARTS                                     Monday 28th April 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Friday 23rd May 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 18th July 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Monday 21st July 2025 

Notes: 

The 2024/25 Staff Training Days may be subject to change. 

School Dates 

Wednesday 15th January - Young Voices 

Tuesday 4th February - Reception walk to St. John's library 

Thursday 6th February - Height and Weight checks for Reception and Y6 

Thursday 3rd February - Reception junk modelling parent workshop 2.15pm (more details to 

follow) 

Tuesday 11th February - Year Poetry Slam Workshop with Spoz! (This is an in school event - 

more details to follow) 

Week commencing 17th March - Science Week 

17th - 21st March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 1 (more details to follow) 

24th - 28th March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 2 (more details to follow) 

Week commencing 12th May - Year 6 SATs Week 

Wednesday 21st May - PROVISIONAL date for class photos and Leavers' photos. 

Weekly Online Safety Update 

Young Voices! 

Young Voices 2025 is NEXT WEEK but there is still time to practice the songs.  Here are the 

words... 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

Forest school in the cold weather 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 



Please remember on a forest school day to bring extra layers that your child can put on 

before they go, including a pair of extra socks. You may also want to send them with a 

waterproof suit or an extra old coat that they can wear over the top. Our school waterproofs 

are not very padded so an extra layer is a good idea. 

Gloves are especially important too for the forest so that the children can play and explore in 

the colder weather. 

Thank you! 

Lost Property 

To minimise the amount of lost property in school there are easy steps we can all take:  

Parents/Carers 

• Teach and encourage self-organisation skills at home (including clothes, toys, 

property) 

• Involve your children in preparing for the day (do they know what they are bringing 

to school?) 

• Label every item sent into school (name and year group) 

 Children  

• Be involved in preparing for each day 

• Use the time made available to them to keep   organised and  

• Use the spaces make available to them for  keeping their belongings 

School  

• Provide time for children to organise themselves 

• Provide space for the children to put their belongings 

• Provide a system for returning named  

For the most  part, lost property is dealt with in class.    There is a new central lost property 

trolley near our Key Stage 2 hall - this has been shared with the children in assembly.  Year 6 

monitors will return any  named items from this trolley to the owners each week.  Unnamed 

items will be put on display on the playground regularly and unclaimed items will be 

donated to our ‘swap shop’ each half term. 



Who's who in the Pastoral Team 

 

The Pastoral Team work within school to support children who might be experiencing a 

range of challenges, including but not exclusively:  

- bereavement 

- mental health challenges   

- well being concerns, including low mood, worry, anxiety 

- attendance support  

-supporting children who have grown up in challenging circumstances - such as having 

experienced Domestic Abuse 

- support if the family dynamics change  

- supporting children who have experienced childhood trauma  

- support with wider family support (parental mental health, signposting)  

 



1 - Mrs Sarah Davies - Personal Development Lead  

 

2 - Mr Tim Williams - Trauma Informed Schools Practitioner and Attendance Lead  

Reception 

We were all very excited to share what we'd got up to in the Christmas holidays, and very 

sad that all the celebrations were over. That is, until we noticed we'd been left a present! We 

opened a letter to find Elf had gone back to the North Pole and left us a book, and our very 

own bus. The story is all about the mischief this bus gets up to, such as driving through 

beans and making a mess with the toothpaste! We were very hopeful the bus we received 

was well behaved, however realised it was not, when we arrived at school on Wednesday to 

find the bus had created a right mess of our toys! The children decided to make a list of the 

rules and our school values in order to teach him. We also discussed making the right 

choices, and that sometimes it can be really hard. We talked about how it is ok to make 

mistakes in our choices, but really important to try and put things right when we have made 

a mistake. 

 Luckily, he didn't get up to any mischief on Thursday morning, so the class decided he 

needed to go up to silver on the choices board for following the rules! 

 

Just a reminder for PE kits to be in school ready for Monday. Thank you. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Year 1 

We started the new term with a science experiment. We predicted how long it would take 

for an ice cube to melt - our guesses ranged from 5 minutes to 2 days! Then we discussed 

how we could make an ice cube melt more quickly and set up the experiment - see the 

photos below. We observed the ice in different situations and noted the time when each 

cube had fully melted. The children were also given an ice cube each and just used their 

hands to see how quickly they could melt it. All the children decided that science 

experiments were fun. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Year 2 

Welcome back to 2025! We have begun our journey this term through Geography and 

introduced the children to Africa-the country of Kenya to be exact. The children had an 

immersion afternoon where they found Africa in the atlas and the flags for Africa and Kenya. 

They read some books and found their most interesting fact- ask them what it is. The 

children then looked at and dressed up in authentic African clothing and materials, paying 

attention to the patterns. Finally, we had a plantain 3 ways tasting session. As you can see 

from the pictures it was not to everyone's taste but all the children tried and surprised 

themselves that they liked it. We will continue by studying the features and culture of Kenya 



(as a non-European country). We will explore the city of Nairobi and contrast it with our 

capital city of London. 

Just a quick note that Sapphire class have forest school on Monday 13th Jan. Please can PE 

kits be in school asap- Emerald have PE Monday afternoon.  Both classes have PE every 

Thursday. Black tracksuits bottoms can be worn as it is very chilly. 

 

3 - Fresh, sweetened and crisp plantain. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Year 3 

Welcome back!  

We hope you all have an enjoyable and restful break.  

This week we have began new sequences of learning in our Writing and Guided Reading 

lessons, focusing on the book The Wild Robot by Peter Brown. We have looked at the use of 

fronted adverbials to describe where, when and how things happen, and we have looked at 

how powerful vocabulary can have an impact on descriptive sentences.  

We have continued our multiplication and division learning in our Maths lessons, with a 

focus on related multiplications- making connections between the 2, 4 and 8 times tables. 

We have then started some using this knowledge to look at multiplying a 2-digit by a 1-digit 

number, with the use of concrete resources.  

Our afternoons have been filled with some lovely work in Art! We have looked at dying 

different materials using fabric dye and felt-tips and explored creating patterns with these 

techniques. We then looked at concentric circles and mandalas, and how we can use 

different techniques to create our desired effects.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Year 4 

Welcome to the Spring term in Year 4! 

We were very pleased to welcome the children back on Tuesday and see them get settled 

back quickly. They were all keen to share their most exciting events over the Christmas break.  

This week we have started a new learning sequence in Maths, begun a new text in Guided 

Reading and started a new writing journey. In the afternoons, however, we have been busy 

artists, learning about different types of colours and mixing, as well as painting techniques 

such as overpainting.  



The children have made tertiary colours using primary and secondary colours and used 

these to complete some block painting. Later in the week, we were using nature as our 

inspiration, and the work of Georgia O'Keefe. You can see some of our paintings of flowers 

below, which we then enlarged so we could add details.  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 6 

Welcome back!  

We hope you all have an enjoyable and restful break.  

This week we have began new sequences of learning in our Writing and have began to study 

different fairy tales and the stories that sit inside of them. The children have made a strong 

start back and have come up with some fantastic inferring points.  



In maths the children have continued their focus upon fractions, this week exploring 

fractions of amounts. Each group has worked well with eyes towards fractions, decimals and 

percentage equivalents next week! In DT we started our structures topic, during our first 

lesson we have explored the strength of spaghetti using tape and weights. I think its safe to 

say after the lesson we might be looking at some future civil engineers. Overall a good start 

to the Spring term with the focus where it needs to be.  

Along with CGP books a homework letter will be coming home early next week with some 

clear expectations set out for the children to be doing at home to support them throughout 

the rest of the term. 

 



 

 



Contact Us 

 

If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following 

details: 

 

Oldbury Park Primary School 

Oldbury Road Worcester WR2 6AA 

01905 424878 

office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/ 

   

Phase email addresses: 

For ALL parents, we have set up a new way of contacting Phase Leaders. These email 

addresses are SOLELY for classroom, pastoral and academic enquiries and NOT for general 

enquiries which should still come through the office@ email address. 

 

Children in Reception eyfsparents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Molloy) 

Children in Years 1 & 2 KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Marks) 

Children in Years 3 & 4 LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Davies) 

Children in Years 5 & 6 UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mr Williams) 

SENDco Enquiries SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Miller) 

http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
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