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Mr Irving's Comment 

More and more we are seeing (and hearing) our children developing strong speaking skills, 

one of our Oldbury Aspirations.  In assembly today staff were able to celebrate a variety of 

ways in which our children are orally confident and competent including sharing their ideas, 

asking for help, demonstrating their reasoning skills and saying things to brighten the lives of 

others.  In addition to our Believe in Best/Aspiration certificates, Miss Jones presented 

certificates to our Readers of the Week and Mr Williams presented attendance 

certificates.  All of the children who we congratulated were clearly very proud of their 

achievements.  

Continuing the themes of confident speaking and a sense of pride, my office has been very 

busy throughout the week with children of all ages coming to share their work with me.   I 

have seen some wonderful writing, maths and artwork and I have been happy to hear these 

children talking about their work with such pride and enthusiasm.  

Well done and thank you to members of our Pupil Leadership Team that are focused on 

being the pupil voice for Teaching and Learning.  James, Peyton, Oyin, Millie, Arlo, Liam, 

Alexander, Aleksander, Evie and Josephine met with children across the school this week to 

ask: 'How do you know if you are doing well in a lesson?'.  The children they spoke to were 

very clear in their understanding how our marking, feedback, conversations, praise, house 

points and more strategies besides all help our pupils to know how their learning is 

going.    Our Pupil Leaders also asked a range of children about their levels of confidence and 

enjoyment when writing in school.  Our pupils were able to talk about their pride in their 

handwriting, their love of being imaginative and their enjoyment is writing for different 

purposes.  Many of our pupils said they found writing longer pieces tricky - we will continue 

to support them developing their writing stamina! 



Have a lovely weekend.  

Personal Development 

This weekend I will be giving our Personal Development display some attention so is an ideal 

time for you to send in photos of your children to celebrate their achievements out of 

school.   We are keen to recognise all of your children's talents, efforts and interests so 

please send photos of your children in the kits or uniforms of the clubs to which they 

belong: sports teams, Brownies, Scouts and so forth.   We are also keen to celebrate hobbies 

such as music lessons and interest clubs.   Please email photos to 

pd@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk 

Punctuality 

Our whole school commitment to ensure that our children are attending school as much as 

possible is effective - we have had very positive feedback about this at a number of external 

reviews  and our attendance figures also demonstrate this.  An area of attendance we intend 

to improve yet further is punctuality.   To keep our children safe and to start the day 

positively, it is not always possible to close the pupil entrance at 8:45am. However, pupils 

arriving after 8:45am have not been helped to get to school on time - they are late.  We ask 

parents and carers to support their children to be in school before the school doors close at 

8:45am.  In addition, we ask that parents take responsibility for seeing their children into the 

playground and watch them into school to ensure they are safe and on time.   After 8:45am 

parents and carers are expected to bring their children to the office entrance to sign them 

in.  

Attendance Update 

Today in assembly, we presented some Attendance Recognition Awards to some deserving 

children. 

Before handing these certificates out we outlined the different reasons a child may receive a 

certificate: 

• Regular attendance in school (this may not be 100% of the time because sometimes 

children miss days through reasons beyond control) - an attendance of 96%, which 

equates to missing just 7 days in a school year. 

• Improved attendance - it is worth celebrating when a child, with the support of their 

family, has been able to improve their attendance over a period of time. 



• Excellent punctuality - it is helpful for the children to be in school on time and ready 

to learn.  Furthermore, pupil voice tells us that the children find going into their 

classroom late very unsettling, especially if they have missed some key instructions. 

Good attendance is more than just being in school however.  We also spoke about children 

who are always ready to learn and always play an active part in lessons. This could be 

named as good lesson attendance - in other words, it is more than just being their in body. 

Current Attendance Situation 

After a considerable dip just before Christmas (we are well aware of a lot of nasty bugs and 

viruses at this time) the whole school attendance figure dropped below 95%.  We have 

made a good start to the half term and have been steadily rising back to 95%, which we 

would really like to be above! 

The figure of persistently absent children (those missing 10% of school days or 19.5 school 

days in a school year) has been dropping too (this is a good thing).  So more pupils are in 

school more often! 

As always, we thank our families for supporting the children to be in school on time and on 

to be in school on every day they are well enough to be. 

Mr Williams 

Term Dates 

2024-2025 Term Dates 

Spring Term 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust)            Monday 6th January 2025 

TERM STARTS                                     Tuesday 7th January 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 17th February 2025 – Friday 21st February 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 11th April 2025 

Summer Term 2025 

TERM STARTS                                     Monday 28th April 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Friday 23rd May 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 18th July 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Monday 21st July 2025 



Notes: 

The 2024/25 Staff Training Days may be subject to change. 

School Dates 

Tuesday 28th January - Year 4 MTC Parent/Carer Information Session - 3:30pm, Main Hall 

Tuesday 4th February - Reception walk to St. John's library 

Tuesday 4th February - Year 3 visit to Worcester Mosque 

Tuesday 4th February - Year 6 to CWLC for Grease Production 

Thursday 6th February - Height and Weight checks for Reception and Y6 

Thursday 13th February - Reception junk modelling parent workshop 2.15pm (more details 

to follow) 

Tuesday 11th February - Year Poetry Slam Workshop with Spoz! (This is an in school event - 

more details to follow) 

Tuesday 11th February - Online Safety Day 

Thursday 13th March - Year 3 visit to Nature in Art (Gloucestershire).  Letter to follow.  

Week commencing 17th March - Science Week 

17th - 21st March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 1 (more details to follow) 

24th - 28th March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 2 (more details to follow) 

3rd April  - Year 5 University Visit for DT & Art day (more details to follow) 

8th April - 2.45pm Easter Parade - Reception, Y1 and Y2 (details to follow) 

Week commencing 12th May - Year 6 SATs Week 

Wednesday 21st May - PROVISIONAL date for class photos and Leavers' photos. 



Weekly Online Safety Update 

 

Bike Bus News 

The Oldbury Park Bike Bus now has TWO routes to school every Wednesday in term time! 

Orange route, starting from McIntyre Road, and Green route, starting from Riverview Close. 

Both routes meet at 8.10am to set off at 8.15am, and you can join anywhere on the route. 

See the maps for approximate timings, or ask us if you're not sure. 

Grown-ups have responsibility for their children and must attend and supervise those 

participating at all times. Everyone who joins does so at their own risk. Please make sure 

your bikes are in road worthy condition with working brakes and pumped up tyres. 

We'd love to welcome you to the Bike Bus, so grab your bike and hop on our Bus! All abilities 

welcome! 

Would you love to join, but are you struggling to get a bike? Have a look at Bike Worcester ’s 

bike recycling scheme: https://bikeworcester.org.uk/recycling/ 

https://bikeworcester.org.uk/recycling/


 

Who's who in the Pastoral Team 

 

The Pastoral Team work within school to support children who might be experiencing a 

range of challenges, including but not exclusively:  

- bereavement 

- mental health challenges   

- well being concerns, including low mood, worry, anxiety 

- attendance support  

 

-supporting children who have grown up in challenging circumstances - such as having 

experienced Domestic Abuse 

- support if the family dynamics change  



- supporting children who have experienced childhood trauma  

- support with wider family support (parental mental health, signposting)  

 

1 - Mrs Sarah Davies - Personal Development Lead  

 

2 - Mr Tim Williams - Trauma Informed Schools Practitioner and Attendance Lead  



 

3 - Mrs Sharon McFee - Pastoral Lead, Thrive Practitioner, Drawing and Talking Therapy Practitioner.  

 

4 - Miss Vicki Davis - Thrive Practitioner  



 

5 - Miss Kelly Matthews  - Thrive Practitioner  



 

6 - Mrs Julia Ricketts  - Trauma Informed Schools Practitioner 

Reception 

In Maths this week, we have been looking at the composition of 5, using the song ‘5 Little 

Speckled Frogs’. We have talked about 5 being the whole and then have explored the 

different parts that make it up. For example, when we put some of the frogs on the log and 

some in the pool, we found that 4 is a part, 1 is a part and the whole is 5. To challenge 

ourselves, we also added a lily pad to the pond to show how 5 can be made with 3 parts!  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

This week we have created shades and tints by adding black or white to a base colour. We 

also enjoyed continuing to explore colour mixing. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 1 

Year 1 Maths 

This week in our Maths learning we have learnt how to order numbers from smallest to 

biggest. We then moved onto comparing numbers using the greater than, less than and 

equal to symbols and had a go at some problem solving too. 

The children have also filled in missing numbers on a number line, using a 100 square to 

help them.  

 

We are always trying hard to remember to form our numbers correctly and to get them the 

right way around. Maybe you could have a go at home too? 

Thank you 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 2 

 Computing 

This half term in computing we are exploring Programming. Last week the children started 

this learning by giving each other instructions to draw different things, it was quite funny 

how some of the drawings ended up. We learnt that we needed to give clear instructions 

and keep them as simple as possible. This week, the children have had the chance to use the 

Beebots to give instructions to. We explored how to programme them with a set of 

instructions and we challenged ourselves to get to certain points on our mats. We then 

looked at what happens when we change the order of the instructions. The children worked 

really well together as a group.  

In PE we are looking at the way we move, we have been changing direction and dodging 

others, through this we have to show respect for others and play within the rules. We also 

have to make quick decisions when playing games. We have discussed how our body feels 

before and after exercise, we have checked our breathing, if we feel hot or cold and how our 

muscles feel. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 3 

We had some great hot writes this week in Year 3! The children were focusing on using 

fronted adverbials, powerful descriptive vocabulary and ensuring the sequencing of events 

was correct.  

 



We had another lovely OAA/ forest school session outside on Monday. We explored the 

surroundings and played some team building games.  

 

In our computing lessons, we looked at programming on the Scratch programme. We 

explored making the sprite move and how we could change the movements by altering the 

programming.  

 

Our work on light in Science has continued and we have been investigating different 

materials: transparent, translucent and opaque. We have then discussed why certain colours 

are used in clothing and houses in hot countries and the children have been giving reasons 

as to why this might be.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 4 

It has been another busy week in Y4.  

In Computing, we have begun our learning of programming. The children have used 

software called FMS LOGO to program a 'turtle' to move around the screen to create 

different shapes. They explored using the different commands and typing these codes into 

the programming box. We talked about how important it is to be accurate when 

programming as this can cause the outcome to be different. Below you can see some photos 

of the children exploring the software in their first lesson.  

 

In PE this half term, we have been building teamwork and communication skills. The aim of 

our lessons is to develop resilience and focus on positive problem solving skills. The children 

have been faced with different challenges and problems which meant they've had to think 

outside the box.  

 

We are also very excited to show you some of our writing next week. The children have 

completed their first draft which includes our main skill of expanded noun phrases, and they 

have been practising some other skills, like using apostrophes for possession, to improve 

their descriptions for their hot writes. You will be able to see a final version in next week's 

observer.  



 

 

 



 

 

Multiplication Tables Check - Information Session 

We hope that Year 4 parents and carers will be able to join us for our brief session after 

school on Tuesday 28th. We look forward to seeing you at 3:30pm in the Main Hall. 

 

Oldbury Road 

Worcester WR2 6AA 

Principal: Mr. Ben Irving 

Tel: 01905 424878 

Email: office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk 

Website:www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk  

January 2025 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/


You may be aware that in June 2025, all Year 4 pupils are required to take part in the 

national Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). 

The National Curriculum states that all children should be confident with all times tables up 

to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4. Rapid recall of times tables facts is fundamental and gives 

children an excellent foundation on which to build and apply mathematical skills across a 

range of concepts as they move into Years 5, 6 and beyond. 

Key Information: 

•   The check will take place in school in June. 

•   It is completed online using a computer. 

•   It consists of 25 questions across all times tables up to 12 x 12. 

•   Children have 6 seconds to answer each question. 

•   It takes no longer than 5 minutes. 

•   Schools will have access to all their pupils’ results, allowing those pupils who need 

additional support 

to be identified. 

•   There is no pass mark and the results of the test are not published – they are for school 

only. 

•   You will be notified of your child’s result in their annual report. 

How can you help? 

Please note that the MTC check will be carried out on a computer and the children will need 

to answer using a keyboard. 

All children have a TT Rockstars’ account and this is used regularly in school. An additional 

5/10 minutes at home as often as possible will have a significant impact.  Soundcheck games 

emulate the MTC, but Garage and Studio games are also beneficial for speed and recall. Your 

child can visit their STATS area to look at their Heat Map, which will identify tables and 

specific facts that would benefit from more practice. 

Please note that the MTC check will be carried out on a computer and the children will need 

to answer using a keyboard. Therefore, where possible, practice carried out on a computer 

or laptop would be beneficial. 

Any other practice through reciting tables (in the car, around the dinner table!), singing 

times tables (lots of videos of this on YouTube) and any other online games, for example, Hit 



the Button, will all be useful.   Further information and ideas can be found on the following 

website (please note, this still shows the date for the 2024 check): 

www.theschoolrun.com/year-4-multiplication-tables-check-mtc-explained  

There are also another couple of websites which emulate the check and can be accessed 

through these links: 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ Multiplication Tables Check - 

Mathsframe  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Blasdale & Miss Moule – Year 4 Teachers 

Year 5 

This week, Year 5 have been working very hard in Maths. We have started a new unit of 

learning - fractions! The children have started their learning by recapping their previous 

knowledge and then learning about both unit and non-unit fractions and how we can find 

equivalent fractions from these. The children have also applied this learning to a range of 

reasoning questions.  

 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-4-multiplication-tables-check-mtc-explained
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check


 

 



 

 



Year 6 

 

In DT, we continued looking at structures and this week considered different design features 

that help to ensure strength. The children explored a range of techniques, learnt some new 

vocabulary and looked at a well known structure: The Eiffel Tower. Following this, they 

worked in groups to see who could build the tallest tower out of multilink cubes. This was 

great fun and full of competitiveness!  

Our focus in Maths has been on equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages and we have 

all started learning how to find percentages of amounts to varying degrees of difficulty.  

We have also produced some excellent alterative fairy tale openings and tried to refine our 

use of dialogue in story writing ready for our next draft of our twisted fairy tale next week. 

Based on what we have seen this week, these are sure to be very creative!  

Wishing you all a happy weekend.  

 



 

Contact Us 

 

If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following 

details: 

 

Oldbury Park Primary School 

Oldbury Road Worcester WR2 6AA 

01905 424878 

office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/ 

   

http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/


Phase email addresses: 

For ALL parents, we have set up a new way of contacting Phase Leaders. These email 

addresses are SOLELY for classroom, pastoral and academic enquiries and NOT for general 

enquiries which should still come through the office@ email address. 

 

Children in Reception eyfsparents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Molloy) 

Children in Years 1 & 2 KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Marks) 

Children in Years 3 & 4 LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Davies) 

Children in Years 5 & 6 UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mr Williams) 

SENDco Enquiries SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Miller) 

mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
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