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Mr Irving's Comment

Often, and sometimes by chance, a school week has a certain feel or common thread; this
week the common thread has undoubtedly been a sense of pride in our children. As we
approach the half way point in the school year, the children are really starting to see their
efforts paying off in relation to the skills and knowledge associated with their year group and
they are clearly proud of their achievements. There has been a concerted focus on writing
across the school in recent weeks and months; our children are showing a sense of pride in
their work (the content and presentation) and that they really enjoy the opportunity to
share their work and celebrate their progress. This sense of pride is evident across the
curriculum and in attitudes to learning; every day | am privileged to speak to children who
are enthusiastic about their learning and proud of what they are accomplishing. | am happy
to see our children wearing their uniform with pride too - showing an understanding that
they can feel proud to be a part of Oldbury Park Primary School.

Have a lovely weekend.

Swap Shop

Swap Shop will be open on Tuesday morning. We have shirts, jumpers, cardigans, skirts,
dresses, PE kit, bags, footwear

Term Dates
2024-2025 Term Dates

Spring Term 2025



STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust) Monday 6th January 2025

TERM STARTS Tuesday 7th January 2025
HALF TERM Monday 17th February 2025 — Friday 21st February 2025
TERM ENDS Friday 11th April 2025

Summer Term 2025

TERM STARTS Monday 28th April 2025

STAFF TRAINING DAY Friday 23rd May 2025

HALF TERM Monday 26th May 2025 — Friday 30th May 2025
TERM ENDS Friday 18th July 2025

STAFF TRAINING DAY Monday 21st July 2025

Notes:

The 2024/25 Staff Training Days may be subject to change.

School Dates

Tuesday 28th January - Year 4 MTC Parent/Carer Information Session - 3:30pm, Main Hall
Tuesday 4th February - Reception walk to St. John's library

Tuesday 4th February - Year 3 visit to Worcester Mosque

Tuesday 4th February - Year 6 to CWLC for Grease Production

Thursday 6th February - Height and Weight checks for Reception and Y6

Monday 10th February - CTA event: Magic Russ show for Years R-3 (letter sent home, £4
ticket, finishes 4:15pm)

Thursday 13th February - Reception junk modelling parent workshop 2.15pm (more details
to follow)

Tuesday 11th February - Year 2 to Worcester University for Go Green Week.

Tuesday 11th February - Year Poetry Slam Workshop with Spoz! (This is an in school event -
more details to follow)

Tuesday 11th February - Online Safety Day
Wednesday 12th February - Year 3 to Worcester University for Go Green Week.

Thursday 6th March - World Book Day! (option to dress up as a favourite book character)



Thursday 13th March - Year 3 visit to Nature in Art (Gloucestershire). Letter to follow.
Week commencing 17th March - Science Week

Thursday 20th March - Year 4 History trip to Compton Verney

17th - 21st March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 1 (more details to follow)

24th - 28th March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 2 (more details to follow)

3rd April - Year 5 University Visit for DT & Art day (more details to follow)

8th April - 2.45pm Easter Parade - Reception, Y1 and Y2 (details to follow)

Week commencing 12th May - Year 6 SATs Week

Wednesday 21st May - PROVISIONAL date for class photos and Leavers' photos.

Weekly Online Safety Update
Squid Games

Throughout KS2, there have been mentions and discussions about the Netflix TV show
'Squid Game.' We wanted to share some details about the TV show in case anyone is
unaware of its content. Squid Games is a 15+ in the UK and has a considerable amount of
violence and gore. It is therefore not an age appropriate show for children under 15 to be
watching.

Attached are 2 quick information sheets that can help you keep children safe on Netflix and
also some more information about Squid Games.
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What is Doomscrolling?



Doomscrolling is where someone gets caught in a continuous cycle of negativity and fits in
perfectly with algorithmic literacy above. Whilst doomscrolling is often intentional, it can
also be a result of the decisions the algorithm makes and being led down a rabbit hole of
doom. This can have ongoing effects such as anxiety and other negative effects on wellbeing.

Internet Matters has a great article about doomscrolling, including things to look out for and
advice for parents. You can find the article HERE.

Who's who in the Pastoral Team

B,

The Pastoral Team work within school to support children who might be experiencing a
range of challenges, including but not exclusively:

- bereavement

- mental health challenges

- well being concerns, including low mood, worry, anxiety
- attendance support

-supporting children who have grown up in challenging circumstances - such as having
experienced Domestic Abuse

- support if the family dynamics change
- supporting children who have experienced childhood trauma

- support with wider family support (parental mental health, signposting)


https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3d8a1f8eb69c%26e%3d3ce858be96&c=E,1,hXG70mqaLfVPcRWtArlBRi74Y6JjjiCGCE2N-mfB9IRN6UFXtL1uftdyA4NsX034AEwnpZW9NbGkE6o60uOdVYmLCk00vpAAG6-KHxy7nbq9he5E4SMiN1Hq&typo=1

1 - Mrs Sarah Davies - Personal Development Lead

2 - Mr Tim Williams - Trauma Informed Schools Practitioner and Attendance Lead



4 - Miss Vicki Davis - Thrive Practitioner
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5 - Miss Kelly Matthews - Thrive Practitioner



6 - Mrs Julia Ricketts - Trauma Informed Schools Practitioner

Language experiences for KS2

A huge thank you to Isabelle Schafer, PGCE Secondary Modern Languages Lead Mentor from
the University, who brought 17 students across to KS2 to engage in some taster sessions of
Italian, French, Japanese, Catalan and Galician. Each class has shared their experiences

below.



Reception
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This week, we read 'Stuck' by Oliver Jeffers. In the story, a boy is trying to get his kite out of a
tree. He keeps trying and trying by throwing things up into the tree but everything else gets
stuck too. We talked about how it is good to keep trying when something doesn’t work the
first time but sometimes we need to try something different instead of just doing the same
thing over and over again. Coincidentally, later in the week we had our own ‘stuck’ situation!
While playing with the hoops, two got stuck in our tree. Someone tried to knock them out
by throwing another hoop at them and just like in the book, the third hoop got stuck too.
We remembered what happened in the story and thought of new ideas to try.

Ruan - "I could sit on your shoulders"
Keegan - "l could stand on crates"
N'Ayeie - "l could get my Dad to get it"
Oscar - "What about a ladder?"

We tried using crates but couldn't reach standing on one and when we added enough crates
to reach it, the tower was too tall and wobbly to stand on. Another suggestion was for Mrs
Cartwright to use a long stick. The children found the longest sticks they could but Mrs
Cartwright still couldn't reach. Finally, Keegan found a long spade and Mrs Cartwright was
able to reach one of the hoops. There was some super ideas from lots of the children in
Reception and we had a chance to apply our learning about problem solving in a real life
situation.






We have been exploring sinking and floating.



To start with we talked about what the words sink and float mean.
Bertie - "Sink means sink all the way down in the water"

Callie - "Sink ... in water go down to the ground"

Edy - "Sink or float"

Amara - "Float ... on your back floating"

Orlah - "Float is up"

Josie - "In deep water my Daddy picks me up because | sink"

We made predictions about whether an object would sink or float, sharing the reasons
behind our predictions.

Oscar - "The knife will sink because it's metal"

Rory - "Knife will sink, its too heavy"

Emilia - "Coin will float because it's plastic and | have seen plastic things float before"
Ruan - "Paper will float because it's not heavy like the knife"

Lily - "The apple will sink because it's big"

There were some surprises for the children. They were shocked when the small and light
plastic coin sank to the bottom of the water but the heavier log floated. The apple sank to
the bottom when we first put in the water but then it rose back to float near the top.

Year 1
Maths in Year 1

This week in our Maths learning the children have been learning the number bonds to 10
and then to 20. The children have really enjoyed this activity.

We also have been thinking about double numbers.

The children have loved playing the game 'hit the button' to help them get quicker at the
number bonds and doubles. You may like to play this game at home too. Below is the
website link.

Hit the Button - Quick fire maths practise for 6-11 year olds



https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

Please remember that you can still play on Numbots to extend your child's Maths learning at

home too.

Thank you

Rainbow to 20
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0+20=20
1+19=20
2+18=20
3+17=20
4+ 16 = 20
5+15=20
6 +14 =20
7+13 =20
8+12=20
9+11=20

10 + 10 = 20
11+9=20
12 +8 =20
13 +7 =20
14 + 6 = 20
15+5=20
16 + 4 = 20
17+ 3 =20
18 +2 =20
19+1=20




Rainbow to 10

012345 5678910

0+10=10 10+0=10
1+9=10 9+1=10
2+8=10 8+2=10
3+7=10 7+3=10
4+6=10 6+4=10
5+5=10 5+5=10
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Year 2

We have worked hard on using our subordinating conjunctions this week and used our
learning to write the middle part of Anansi and the Golden Pot in our own way from our
plans. We had to change the item found and the creature who brought us to it. We really
used our imaginations and used our writing skills to complete our writing as you can see

from the work below. We had to edit our work to improve it and find some of our own
mistakes.
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Year 3

This week in Year 3, we have completed our first draft for our retelling of the "3 Billy Goats
Gruff." There were some fantastic pieces, with lots of focus on their use of inverted commas
for speech, and not one "said" in the whole of Arrowsmith! WOW! In Hampton, the children
worked with a partner to edit their first draft, with a specific focus on trying to spot all of the
rules of speech that we have been learning.

In Science this week, the children took part in an investigation to find out how shadows are
formed. They were posed a question to start, "l wonder if translucent objects create
shadows?". After some discussion, the children set about testing opaque, transparent and
translucent objects to see if they created shadows when a light was shone on them. The
children identified that opaque objects block the light and create a shadow, whereas
translucent and transparent objects let the light pass through.

In Maths, we have completed a sequence of learning on division, with the children
perfecting the use of the 'bus stop' method when dividing two digit numbers. We have now
begun looking at fractions - which will allow the children to apply some of their division
knowledge. To begin with, the children made some practical representations of fractions
using Cuisenaire rods, cubes or Numicon. They reminded themselves that fractions are



made up of parts of a whole and that these parts must be equal. The children recalled the
role of the numerator and denominator and have been able to find simple fractions of

shapes and amounts.

We have another lovely session outside on Monday, with the children exploring and
engaging in imaginative play beautifully.

We were lucky enough on Tuesday afternoon, to have some students from the university
join us for a language session, where they taught the children some Spanish.
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Year 4

On Tuesday we welcomed some language teaching students from the University of
Worcester to teach us some new languages.

In our first session, we were learning Italian! The children were taught about Italian colours
and how to say, “I like...” or “I don't like...”.

The children had excellent accents. They also learnt a little of the most famous parts of Italy.

In our second session of the afternoon, we learnt Galician. Galicia is a part of Spain north,
above Portugal. The languages of Spain varies depending on where in Spain you are.

We learnt about the Camino de Santiago which is a special journey, like a pilgrimage that
took place in ancient times, all leading to a Cathedral in Galicia. We learnt some of the key
words such as pilgrim, map, cathedral, star and plaza in Galician.

We played a matching game with our new vocabulary like snap and we sung a song using our
new words.













Galician Melody
Fray Santiago Version

Year 5

Over the last few weeks, Year 5 have been learning how to write a newspaper article based
upon our key text in English, The Jamie Drake Equation. The children started by learning how
to use parenthesis within a text to add extra information and have then used this skill, along
with fronted adverbials to create a first draft of their newspaper article. We have then built
upon this learning and added quotations into the articles, taking care to punctuate speech
accurately. The children will then go on to write their finished piece which will include all of
the skills learnt.
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Year 6

It's been another busy week in year 6. We started the week learning some vocabulary from
two new languages including Spanish and Japanese. During the sessions the children were
taught the seasons and different weather types. The photos below show some of the
origami that the children were able to produce.

On Wednesday the children got to take part in a DT competition where they were given
limited resources to try and build the tallest tower. All children completed the task with
varying levels of success which will be evaluated next week in our last DT lesson of this half
term. In English we have finished our fairy-tale topic. Producing our own twisted version of
Little Red Riding Hood, changing either the characters, setting or plot.

This week we have also finished our fractions topic with the children applying their skills into
some papers before we head into 2D and 3D shape next week.




Un restaurante

Hay un restaurante.

Una tienda

Hay una tienda.
€n Medellin hay tiendas.
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If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following
details:

Oldbury Park Primary School
Oldbury Road Worcester WR2 6AA
01905 424878

office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/

Phase email addresses:

For ALL parents, we have set up a new way of contacting Phase Leaders. These email
addresses are SOLELY for classroom, pastoral and academic enquiries and NOT for general
enquiries which should still come through the office@ email address.

Children in Reception eyfsparents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Molloy)

Children in Years 1 & 2 KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Marks)

Children in Years 3 & 4 LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Davies)

Children in Years 5 & 6 UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mr Williams)

SENDco Enquiries SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Miller)



http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
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