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Mr Irving's Comment 

In recent staff meetings, staff briefings and conversations with parents it has been proven 

that our best work, our most effective provision and our best chance of supporting our 

children to be the best they can be comes with close partnership with our pupils' 

families.  Thank you for working alongside us and sharing our aims and ambitions for our 

children to be kind, be respectful and be safe.  Thank you for supporting home 

learning,  home reading and for helping us to encourage and motivate our children.  

Have a lovely weekend.  

Cross County County Finals 

On Thursday morning, Alex Thompson represented Oldbury Park Primary School at the 

Worcestershire County Cross Country finals.  The event, organised by Worcestershire School 

Games, saw children taking part in a race against children from schools across the county in 

their age range.  Alex ran the 1.9km course at the University of Worcester's Lakeside Campus 

against a strong group of competitors, finishing an admirable 17th place - in the top half of 

the race.  Well done Alex, we are very proud of you.  

Attendance Update 

Both at Oldbury Park and across our Trust of schools, we see good attendance as a priority 

as it has an impact on academic progress, a child's confidence and also the development of 

strong friendships. 



As we reach the halfway point in the school year, I am pleased to report that we are doing 

better this year than last academic year in a number of different measures of good 

attendance.   

For example, the number of children who have not missed one day since September is up 39 

at this stage last year to 62 this year.  The number of children who are persistently absent is 

also lower at this time than the same stage last year.  Persistent absence is missing 10% or 

more of days in school (19+ over a school year).  Finally, and perhaps most importantly, our 

overall attendance is up when compared to this day last academic year. 

I have found myself talking to the children a lot about things to celebrate this week and 

these are further examples.   

Mr Williams 

Term Dates 

2024-2025 Term Dates 

Spring Term 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY (Trust)            Monday 6th January 2025 

TERM STARTS                                     Tuesday 7th January 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 17th February 2025 – Friday 21st February 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 11th April 2025 

Summer Term 2025 

TERM STARTS                                     Monday 28th April 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Friday 23rd May 2025 

HALF TERM                                         Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

TERM ENDS                                         Friday 18th July 2025 

STAFF TRAINING DAY                         Monday 21st July 2025 

Notes: 

The 2024/25 Staff Training Days may be subject to change. 

School Dates 

 



Monday 10th February - CTA event: Magic Russ show for Years R-3 (letter sent home, £4 

ticket, finishes 4:15pm) 

Thursday 13th February - Reception junk modelling parent workshop 2.15pm (more details 

to follow) 

Tuesday 11th February - Year 2 to Worcester University for Go Green Week. 

Tuesday 11th February - Year Poetry Slam Workshop with Spoz! (This is an in school event - 

more details to follow) 

Tuesday 11th February - Online Safety Day 

Wednesday 12th February - Year 3 to Worcester University for Go Green Week.  

Thursday 13th February - Year 5 to Worcester University for Go Green Week. 

Thursday 6th March - World Book Day! (option to dress up as a favourite book character 

and/or make a wooden spoon book character - see below for more details) 

Thursday 13th March - Year 3 visit to Nature in Art (Gloucestershire).  Letter to follow.  

Week commencing 17th March - Science Week 

Thursday 20th March - Year 4 History trip to Compton Verney 

17th - 21st March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 1 (more details to follow) 

24th - 28th March - Year 5 Bikeability Week 2 (more details to follow) 

3rd April  - Year 5 University Visit for DT & Art day (more details to follow) 

8th April - 2.45pm Easter Parade - Reception, Y1 and Y2 (details to follow) 

Week commencing 12th May - Year 6 SATs Week 

Wednesday 21st May - PROVISIONAL date for class photos and Leavers' photos. 

Who's who in the Pastoral Team 

 

The Pastoral Team work within school to support children who might be experiencing a 

range of challenges, including but not exclusively:  



- bereavement 

- mental health challenges   

- well being concerns, including low mood, worry, anxiety 

- attendance support  

-supporting children who have grown up in challenging circumstances - such as having 

experienced Domestic Abuse 

- support if the family dynamics change  

- supporting children who have experienced childhood trauma  

- support with wider family support (parental mental health, signposting)  

 

1 - Mrs Sarah Davies - Personal Development Lead  



 

2 - Mr Tim Williams - Trauma Informed Schools Practitioner and Attendance Lead  

 

3 - Mrs Sharon McFee - Pastoral Lead, Thrive Practitioner, Drawing and Talking Therapy Practitioner.  



 

4 - Miss Vicki Davis - Thrive Practitioner  

 

5 - Miss Kelly Matthews  - Thrive Practitioner  



 

6 - Mrs Julia Ricketts  - Trauma Informed Schools Practitioner 

Weekly Internet Safety Update 

Attached this week is a poster about Health and Fitness apps and how we can keep 

ourselves and the children safe while accessing them. 

Also, attached is a poster about the upcoming Safer Internet Day (11th February). On the day, 

the children will be creating a poster in their classes about their 5 Top Tips that they can rely 

on when it comes to staying safe online. The poster attached is an event West Mercia police 

are hosting for parents and carers. It is a free session that aims to raise awareness and 

provide valuable insights on how to protect vulnerable children in an ever changing digital 

world. The link to sign up is:  

Online safety (Child exploitation) session for parents and guardians Tickets, Tue 11 Feb 2025 

at 10:00 | Eventbrite 

 

What is Kick Streaming? 

Many parents will be aware of Twitch, especially if their children are gamers. Owned by 

Amazon it has become incredibly popular over the years for children to either watch live 

streams or to live stream themselves. But in the past there's been plenty of controversy 

about the platform, particularly in relation to restrictions that imposed upon streamers. So 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-safety-child-exploitation-session-for-parents-and-guardians-tickets-1123477364039?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-safety-child-exploitation-session-for-parents-and-guardians-tickets-1123477364039?aff=oddtdtcreator


it's no surprise to see other platforms becoming more popular and one of those platforms is 

Kick (not to be confused with Kik Messenger). 

It was launched in 2022, users should be 13+ and it follows the same process as Twitch 

where live streamers can make money. However, much of the content on Kick is adult in 

nature. 

Internet Matters has a good article about Kick and it may be useful to share this with your 

parents. You can find the article here: What is Kick streaming? What parents need to know - 

Internet Matters. 

 

Miss Dudley (Computing and Online Safety Lead) 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/what-is-kick-streaming/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/what-is-kick-streaming/


 

ENTERPRISE CLUB 

After previous successes with Mothers' Day and Easter, this year's Enterprise Club group 

have decided to make and sell products for Valentine's Day. Please see their poster below.  

The stall will be in atrium area (outside the dining hall) on Wednesday 12th and Thursday 

13th February during lunchtime. The children have made a variety of cards and small gifts 

which will be priced between 50p and £2.50. (Please note, this time we will be restricting 

purchases to a maximum of two per person in order to minimise the number of children 

missing out.) 



 

World Book Day 2025! 

 

We will be celebrating our love of Reading and books in school on World Book Day, Thursday 

6th March. All children are invited to dress up as a favourite book character for the day 

and/or make a wooden spoon book character to bring in for the day. During World Book Day 

the children will get chance to talk about their characters as part of the reading activities 

planned. We will also be taking part in a Trust wide competition in school on World Book 

Day designing bookmarks or front covers.  



Reception 

As part of our learning in our Journeys topic, we took a walk to St. John’s library to recognise 

our local landmarks and create maps of our journey. The children showed our school value 

of ‘be safe’ superbly. Children walked sensibly, checked before crossing the road, and 

showed respect to the staff within the library. On return, we looked at some maps of the 

local area, including on the iPads, and created our own maps, drawing and labelling the 

landmarks we saw.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Year 1 

 

 

 



 

Today you will receive a letter about using Numbots to practise number skills at home. 

Please take time to read it and encourage your child to have a go. 

 

The Year 1 children have loved our recent art topic, inspired by our class book that we used 

for our English learning over the last few weeks, 'Lost and Found'. 

 

We have learnt all about textures and layers, including creating a backwash. The children 

have explored using wax crayons, paint and different fabrics.  

 

They created a background for their penguin and then layered different materials to create 

their penguins. All of the children were so proud of their finished artwork! 

 

Well done Year 1! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Year 2 

We have had an exciting week which included washing our own Woolly Mammoth, we used 

our model text of instructions to do this. Our text includes the features of an instruction text 

and our time conjunctions, first, then, next and finally to  name a few.  It is showing a 

sequence to follow but how the words are used is important. We also included some of our 

subordinating conjunctions to join our clauses in the instructions given. It was great fun and 

very memorable! 

Our art has been interesting as we have been investigating depth and pattern, we made our 

models and realised it was quite a task, we had to design and sculpt a 3D model from 

newspaper. Our evaluations next week will be insightful. 

Today you will receive a letter about using Numbots to practise number skills at home. 

Please take time to read it and encourage your child to have a go. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 3 

We started the week on Monday by enjoying some more lovely time outside. We were 

looking for the signs that spring might be on its way, and we noticed some beautiful purple 

crocuses appearing! We had some more team building games and incorporated the houses 

into this, to build extra competition.  In Friday PE this half term, the children are receiving 

expert coaching from coach CJ, who has been working with them on building their dribbling 

skills through hockey.  The children have worked on their control of the ball and are now 

building in defenders to make dribbling and passing even trickier.  

 

The children completed their hot writes this week in our English writing lesson, including 

inverted commas, alternative verbs for said and conjunctions to extend sentences. They 

were great to read! 

 

On Tuesday we enjoyed a lovely trip to the mosque! We listened to the Imam talk about 

about the 5 pillars of Islam, and the importance these play in a Muslim's daily life. He spoke 

to us about the different times of day that Muslims pray, and why this is important. We then 

explored the mosque, looking at the facilities for washing, known as Wudhu, before prayer, 

and the different decorations and pictures on the walls of the mosque.  All of the children 

were invited to try on some of the different hats worn for prayer and to have a closer look at 

the prayer mats that are used during worship.  

 

We have continued programming on Scratch, and looking at moving multiple sprites in 

Scratch. We had a fantastic time!  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 4 

In Year 4, we have been working as Scientists in our learning of animals and humans. We 

began by investigating teeth and how they are shaped differently depending on their 

purpose. The children thoroughly enjoyed eating crusty bread, apples and bananas to 

explore which teeth they used for biting, ripping or chewing food. After this, we explored 

the function of the tongue and saliva in the digestive system and how they help us to break 

down food, before we swallow it.  

This week, our scientists have been using their investigative skills to work out which types of 

animals are carnivores, herbivores or omnivores depending on their teeth. Carnivores need 

longer and sharper canine teeth to rip apart their prey, whereas herbivores have flatter 

molars and premolars to be able to grind their leafy food. You can see some of our work 

below.  

 

In PE, we have been practising Cricket skills on a Monday afternoon and learning about 

teamwork and communication in our Outdoor Activities and Adventure lessons on a Friday. 

See below for some photos.  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Year 5 

The children have all worked very hard this week on some challenging areas of maths. They 

started the week classifying angles as acute, obtuse, reflex, and right angels and then moved 

on to measuring angles with a protractor. The children all persevered very well and enjoyed 

the more practical elements of maths. We then moved on to learning about perimeter and 

have been finding the perimeter of rectangles, including some with missing lengths! 



 

 

 



 

 

Year 6 

It's been another busy week in year 6 with ears and eyes towards the end of Spring 1. In 

maths the children have been exploring shape and lines of symmetry. Both verbal and 

written work in books this week have been at a fantastic standard. In English we have started 

to visit the skill of writing a newspaper report based and written about the story of the three 

little pigs.  

In geography, we began our new learning sequence where we will work towards answering 

our big question is deforestation of the Amazon Rainforest ever justifiable. We have started 

by exploring where some of the major cities within the UK and around the world are.  



On Tuesday we were also provided the opportunity to watch the tittle 'Grease' thanks to 

some of the Christopher Whitehead children. The children had worked hard to put together 

their performance together and it was full of singing and dancing.  

Next Tuesday we will be taking part in a poetry day with Spoz, who is a performance poet, 

singer and songwriter. The children will all be able to write their own poem and take part in 

a poetry slam within school.  

 



 

 



 

Contact Us 

 

If you wish to get in touch with the school, please use the following 

details: 

 

Oldbury Park Primary School 

Oldbury Road Worcester WR2 6AA 

01905 424878 

office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/ 

   

http://www.oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk/


Phase email addresses: 

For ALL parents, we have set up a new way of contacting Phase Leaders. These email 

addresses are SOLELY for classroom, pastoral and academic enquiries and NOT for general 

enquiries which should still come through the office@ email address. 

 

Children in Reception eyfsparents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Molloy) 

Children in Years 1 & 2 KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Marks) 

Children in Years 3 & 4 LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mrs Davies) 

Children in Years 5 & 6 UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Mr Williams) 

SENDco Enquiries SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk (Miss Miller) 

mailto:Reception21-22@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:KS1parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:LKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:UKS2parents@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:SENDCO@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk
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