1

Oldbury Observer Spring Term Edition 6

Mr Irving's Comment

In spite of rain every day so far this term, there have plenty of things to bring us a little
light. Over the half term we have given out more house point certificates than ever, seen
our attendance consistently above the national average and have been able to plan and
deliver numerous enrichment opportunities to enhance our provisiois ever, our
successes are made possible with your support and commitment to our shared thiamk
you.

When we return after the half term, as always, we seek all motorists' support with safe and
considerate parking including:

w not blocking the driveways/dropped kerbs of local residents

w avoiding parking within 10m of junctions

w care and awareness of other road users, especially pedestrians and cyclists
Your help in keeping everyone safe from harm is essential.

Our thanks once again to Mrs McFee for her many years of dedicated service to the Oldbury
Park community we wish her every happiness in her exciting move to Scotland.

Have a lovely half term.

The Week Ahead
Monday 23rd FebruaryYear 4 PE at the University of Worcester (during school day)

Thursday 26th FebruaryYear 4 Times table Event (more to follow)



Thursday 26th Februaryear 5 visit to Bishops Wood

School Dates

Thursday 5th March World Book Day! Children will be invited to dress up as a book
character for the day or make a potato book character! (see section below)

Thursday 12th March Year 4 History Trip (Please see letter)

Wednesday 18th March 5pm in main hall Year 6 SATs information briefing (30 mins)

Term Dates

Academic Year 2025 to 2026

Term dates Academic Year 2025 to 2026

Holiday School closes on School re-opens on

Autumn Term Not Applicable Monday 1 September 2025

Autumn mid-term

Christmas Friday 19 December 2025 Monday 5 January 2026
Spring mid-term Friday 13 February 2026 Monday 23 February 2026
Easter Friday 27 March 2026 Monday 13 April 2026

Summer mid-term

End of summer term

Friday 24 October 2025

Friday 22 May 2026

Monday 20 July 2026

IAcademic Year 2026 to 2027

Monday 3 November 2025

Monday 1 June 2026

Not Applicable
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Term Dates for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools for the academic year 2026 to

2027.

Holiday

Autumn Term

Autumn mid-term

Christmas

Spring mid-term

Easter

Summer mid-term

End of summer term

School closes on

Not applicable

Friday 23 October 2026

Friday 18 December 2026

Friday 12 February 2027

Thursday 25 March 2027

Friday 28 May 2027

Wednesday 21 July 2027

School re-opens on

Tuesday 1 September 2026

Monday 2 November 2026

Monday 4 January 2027

Monday 22 February 2027

Monday 12 April 2027

Monday 7 June 2027

Not applicable



World Book Day 2026'Thursday 5th March

World Book Day 2026 will be celebrated on Thursday 5th March. World Book Day 2026
doesn't have a single fixed theme, but focuses on "Reading for Pleasure”, encouraging
choice, time, and space for children to enjoy books they love, tying in with the\dKsal
Year of Reading 20@ampaignActivities around World Book Day will centre on making
reading fun, supporting wellbeing, and promoting reading habits that last all year, with
resources available from organizations like the {Uidional Literacy Trust

In school, children are invited to dress up as a book character for the day. This could be their
favourite book character or a character they have read about recently. If the children have
the book at home it would be great if they could bring it in to share with their classmates
during the day. This is a great way to share recommended reads. If the children would prefer
not to dress up or families do not have the means to provide a costume this time, please
encourage and support them to create a potato katharacter using any craft supplies you

may have. You can be as creative as you wish. If children would like to both dress up and
create a potato character then this is also fine but not essential. Please send any potato
book characters into school with the children on World Book Day to be celebrated with their
class.

Please see ideas below for potato book characters.
Thank you for your support, it is always an exciting event in school!

Miss Jones Reading and Phonics Lead.
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https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=2cf3e72a8cc0c0c9&q=National+Year+of+Reading+2026&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiE5-GCltSSAxVTWkEAHa1fECgQxccNegQIGhAC&mstk=AUtExfAeB43eKlmqQ2cutfN3rEtQQ3JnqloGqD1pSktfaEufrQw8q7a2FvYs1OFgIFIdcg6ONi4vRdATkgFDPNNkI62dp_zX4X_r8jw2p5mfngaKIOOO3TCx1RBuzf5aHilyV8w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=2cf3e72a8cc0c0c9&q=National+Year+of+Reading+2026&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiE5-GCltSSAxVTWkEAHa1fECgQxccNegQIGhAC&mstk=AUtExfAeB43eKlmqQ2cutfN3rEtQQ3JnqloGqD1pSktfaEufrQw8q7a2FvYs1OFgIFIdcg6ONi4vRdATkgFDPNNkI62dp_zX4X_r8jw2p5mfngaKIOOO3TCx1RBuzf5aHilyV8w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=2cf3e72a8cc0c0c9&q=National+Literacy+Trust&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiE5-GCltSSAxVTWkEAHa1fECgQxccNegQIHBAB&mstk=AUtExfAeB43eKlmqQ2cutfN3rEtQQ3JnqloGqD1pSktfaEufrQw8q7a2FvYs1OFgIFIdcg6ONi4vRdATkgFDPNNkI62dp_zX4X_r8jw2p5mfngaKIOOO3TCx1RBuzf5aHilyV8w&csui=3
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Books

Many thanks to those of you who have donated books to school in the past. Whilst we are
always grateful, currently, we cannot take donations of any more books please as we now



have a specific banded system in place which makes it difficult for us to band and sort
donated books correctly. If we are in a position to receive book donations in the future we
will let you know. Thank you for your understanding with this.

Reception

We would like to say a huge thank you for joining us this week at our Junk Modelling
workshop. The children absolutely loved having their grayps in school with them and
really benefited from your support to build their vehicles. It was brilliant to see the
childrens designs come to fruitionwe had so many impressive creations!

Back in class, the children have talked about how they made their models and about the
different techniques that they used to join and attach the parts of their models together. It is
clear that they are very proud of what they have made.

Well done, Reception and thank you, growps!!
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Year 1

Our artwork this half term has been inspired by our English text, Lost and Found.



The children have created some amazing penguins, using the technique of layering.

We started by using wax crayons to draw icebergs and a sky. The children then added on a
backwash using paint and water.

The penguins were created using different materials and textures.































Year 2

On Wednesday, Year 2 enjoyed an acfpatked Go Green visit to the University. The

children took part in making a hedgehog out of a pine cone, discussed native wildflowers to
support pollinators, tried some different fruits and vegetables and joined a recycling
workshop to learn easy ways to cut waste at home. These l&ndxgtivities linked directly

to our Year 2 science work on plants and habitats, and helped pupils practice key skills such
as observation, teamwork and asking scientific questigiisvas amazing to see how many
things we could use from our house that we would naturally throw awsgid Malachi.

Miss Jones addedi he children returned buzzing with ideas for helping wildlife in our

Forest SchoakThank you to the university volunteers and staff for running a safe, engaging
session.

Have a lovely half term.

Emerald is in Forest School on Monday 23rd Feb.
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Year 3

This week has been a busy and productive one! Thank you to all of the parents and
extended family members who were able to come and support the children as they
presented their learning during the class assembly. The children enjoyed the experience and
we hope that you enjoyed finding out about the learning in Year 3.

In English, the children focused on editing their work and developing their writing through
story mapping and guided reading sessions. They beganhbiewrite, with Part 1 focusing

on creating an engaging opening description and Part 2 continuing the story development.
We also enjoyed completinthe Wild Robaduring guided reading, which prompted
thoughtful discussion.

In Maths, our focus was on calculation strategies, alongside practising our Key Instant Recall
Facts, particularly the 3 times table. The children also worked on findinginibfractions
of amounts and completed reasoning activities to deepen their understanding.

Our wider curriculum learning included Geography, where we explored cities and counties,
and Science, where we investigated magnetism. The children carried out an investigation to



determine which magnet was strongest using rulers and objects, making predictions and
explaining their reasoning. Hampton also looked at testing which materials were magnetic or
not.

The children also took part in a Carbon Monoxide (CO) safety workshop delivered by
Bonanza Creative. The session helped the children understand what carbon monoxide is,
where it can come from in the home, and why it can be dangerous. They learned how to
spot possible warning signs and discussed simple steps we can take to stay safe, including
the importance of having working carbon monoxide detectors at home.

As part of the workshop, the children designed their own safety posters to help share these
important messages with others. Each child also received a goodie bag, which included a
carbon monoxide detector, helping families to continue these important safety

conversations at home. The children were engaged throughout and showed a mature and
responsible attitude towards learning about keeping themselves and others safe. They were
all also lucky enough to get a hug and a goodie bag from Safety Seymoumas chfoer

listening so well.
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Year 4

This week, Year 4 experienced Go Green week at the University of Worcester. This event has
been created by the students at the university to promote sustainable living and to educate
others about how we could be even more eco friendly.

The children took part in Energy experiments, learned about the carbon footprints of
different products and had a go at making decorations using materials we may have
normally thrown away. The therapy dogs were also in attendance, lots of love was given
from the children here.

You may have seen some of the information leaflets, products and other freebies that the
children came away with on Wednesday.

It must also be said how respectful and polite all of the Year 4 children were on our visit,
they listened carefully to the information and it was a pleasure to take them out of school.

Multiplication Tables Check Parent event

On Thursday 26th February, you are invited into school at 2:45pm to learn more about the
MTC Government check and the importance of times tables. All of the children will be in the
hall with you, your support would be greatly appreciated. You should have received a letter
with more information.

PE

Reminderr On Monday 23rd February, we will be attending the University of Worcester for
a PE session.






